HOLY TRINITY PARISH
DECATUR, GEORGIA

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 25, 2021 – 10:30 A.M.

HYMN 645

The King of love my shepherd is (Stz. 1 & 2)

OPENING ACCLAMATION

St. Columba

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, PAGE 355

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GLORIA

William Mathias
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THE WORD OF GOD
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
BCP 225
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, whose son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear
his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who,
with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
1 JOHN 3.16-24
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay down our
lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this
we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him
whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God;
and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do
what pleases him.
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 23 King James Version

Read by all in unison.

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not want.
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; *
he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3 He restoreth my soul; *
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake.
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil; *
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; *
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
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JOHN 10.11-18
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the
sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves
me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but
I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it
up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
SERMON
THE NICENE CREED
All stand, as able, and say.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Leader and People pray responsively.
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Rob, our Bishop; Greg, our priest; and for all bishops
and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially for ___________.
We pray for Ruth Slaven as she prepares to receive the sacrament of Holy Baptism. Pour
out your grace upon her, O God, as she dies to self and is raised to new and unending
Life in Christ.
We pray for the leaders of our city, state, and nation. This week we pray especially
for Renitta, our Georgia State Representative, and Hank, our United States
Representative.
We pray for those who serve the common good in this difficult time. Heal those
injured in the service of others, and protect all those now serving in the military,
including Kester, Mark, Chris, TJ, Tom, Brent, and Michael.
We pray for immigrants and refugees who are suffering and afraid. Watch over
children separated from their families, and protect those detained in our diocese at
Stewart and Deyton Detention Centers.
Please name before God the prayers of your hearts.
Silence. The People may add their own petitions.
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings.
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
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We pray for all who have died, especially __________, that they may have a place in your
eternal kingdom.
Silence. The People may add their own petitions.
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
The Celebrant prays the concluding prayer.
Come Holy Spirit. Lead us in the apostles teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers. Grant us safe return in body that we may grow to be of one
heart and mind in love and service to our heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
HYMN 508

Breathe on me, Breath of God (Stz. 1)

Nova Vita

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY MUSIC

My shepherd will supply my need

1 My Shepherd will supply my need, Jehovah is his Name;
in pastures fresh he makes me feed beside the living stream.
He brings my wandering spirit back when I forsake his ways,
and leads me, for his mercy’s sake, in paths of truth and grace.
2 When I walk through the shades of death, thy presence is my stay;
one word of thy supporting breath drives all my fears away.
Thy hand, in sight of all my foes, doth still my table spread;
my cup with blessings overflows, thy oil anoints my head.
3 The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days;
oh, may thy house be mine abode and all my work be praise.
There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come;
no more a stranger or a guest, but like a child at home.
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Resignation

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has
taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to
life again he has won for us everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
SANCTUS
All sing the Sanctus.

William Mathias
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and
bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever
All
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,

FRACTION ANTHEM

Gerald Near

A period of silence is kept, then all sing the Fraction Anthem.

THE INVITATION
The Gifts of God for the People of God. (and may add) Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

If you need gluten-free bread, let the priest know when you come to the altar. If you need the
sacrament brought to you, please let an usher know, and we will be honored to so.
All baptized Christians of any age and tradition are invited to receive Holy Communion, and no
one who comes to the altar with outstretched hands will be turned away. To receive a blessing
instead of the sacrament, come to the altar rail or floor station and cross your arms over your chest.
COMMUNION HYMN 686

Come, thou fount of every blessing (Stz. 1 & 2)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Nettleton

THE EASTER BLESSING
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant: Make you perfect in
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever. Amen.
HYMN 518

Christ is made the sure foundation (Stz. 1 & 2)

Westminster Abbey

THE DISMISSAL
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

11

