
Links and Resources 

 
Absalom Jones Center for Racial Healing 
Almost two decades ago, the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta responded to the General 
Convention mandate to offer anti-racism training to all leaders by forming a commission to 
address racism. Beloved Community: Commission for Dismantling Racism sought to heal the 
chronic illness of racism in our faith community by creating awareness of its existence in our 
ongoing spiritual formation. 

 
By 2016, more than 1500 were touched by the Commission’s work. It was time to consider how 
to expand this important work to reach even more people. The Center for Racial Healing is the 
next step. It is where clergy, lay leaders, and community members can engage in a brave 
dialogue that leads to real and lasting change. Changed people can create change in our 
institutions, which in turn becomes change in our society. 
 

Poor People’s Campaign 
In 1968, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and many others called for a “revolution of values” in 
America. They sought to build a broad, fusion movement that could unite poor and impacted 
communities across the country. Their name was a direct cry from the underside of history: The 
Poor People’s Campaign.  

 
Today, the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival has picked up this 
unfinished work. From Alaska to Arkansas, the Bronx to the border, people are coming together 
to confront the interlocking evils of systemic racism, poverty, ecological devastation, militarism 
and the war economy, and the distorted moral narrative of religious nationalism. We understand 
that as a nation we are at a critical juncture — that we need a movement that will shift the moral 
narrative, impact policies and elections at every level of government, and build lasting power for 
poor and impacted people.  

 
The Episcopal Church is partnering with the Poor People’s Campaign.  
 

Holy Trinity Sermons Addressing Racism 
Pentecost, May 31, 2020, The Rev. Jenna Strizak 
 

“For People” Podcast by Bishop Rob Wright 
In this podcast, Bishop Wright meets listeners at the crossroads of faith and life to explore the 
challenges of an ever-changing world. Listen in to find out how he expands on his For Faith 
devotional, drawing inspiration from the life of Jesus to answer 21st-century questions. 
A few episodes we recommend in particular are: 
Seeking God in Neighbor - June 5, 2020 
The Politics of Jesus - June 12, 2020 
Un-mattered Lives - June 19, 2020 
Sacrifice - June 26, 2020 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.centerforracialhealing.org/
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
https://episcopalchurch.org/library/article/episcopalians-join-poor-peoples-campaign-rally-march-washington
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=-WqM9UCX66U&app=desktop
https://forpeople.buzzsprout.com/
https://forpeople.buzzsprout.com/952672/4033148-seeking-god-in-neighbor
https://forpeople.buzzsprout.com/952672/4141283-the-politics-of-jesus-with-special-guest-bishop-brian-prior
https://forpeople.buzzsprout.com/952672/4229807-un-mattered-lives
https://forpeople.buzzsprout.com/952672/4316123-sacrifice


“The Episcopal Church’s Lost Causism”, by Tom Ferguson, Rector, St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, Sandwich, MA 
"We usually skip from slavery to the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, and skip over 
everything in between.  We talk about Absalom Jones then slip to Jonathan Myrick Daniels 
because we don't want to talk about how the church's complicity with racism and slavery and 
want to pat ourselves on the back and only tell what we think are the good parts."  
In this piece, the Revd Dr Tom Ferguson discusses aspects of the history of race and racism in 
the Episcopal Church. 
 

 
Beloved Trinity Committee Resources, Research, and Recommendations 
These resources are compiled by committee members and are works in progress. We will 
continue to refine and add to them. 
Resources for Developing Awareness 
Voting Rights Resources 
Demilitarizing the Police Resources 
 

Sacred Ground, a Film-Based Dialogue Series on Race and Faith 
The series is part of the Becoming Beloved Community initiative of The Episcopal Church, a 
long-term commitment to racial healing, reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, our 
ministries, and our society. 
This is a race dialogue series designed for these times.  It is an attempt to be responsive to the 
profound challenges that currently exist in our society.  
 

A Letter to the Church on Breaking Free of White Supremacy 
By Kelly Brown Douglas, Stephanie Spellers and Winnie Varghese 
 

Union of Black Episcopalians 
The Union of Black Episcopalians stands in the continuing tradition of more than 200 years of 
Black leadership in the Episcopal Church. 

 
Beginning with the establishment of St. Thomas Episcopal Church by Absalom Jones in 1794 in 
the city of Philadelphia through the election of Barbara Harris as Suffragan bishop of 
Massachusetts there has always been a strong corps of Black Christians in the Episcopal 
Church. People like James Holly, Henry Delaney, John Walker, Tollie Caution, Charles 
Lawrence, Deborah Harmon Hines, and countless others. 

 
Organized in 1968 as the Union of Black Clergy and Laity, the Union is the proud inheritor of the 
work of these people and earlier organization, the Convocation of Colored Clergy, the 
Conference of Church Workers Among Colored People, all dedicated to the ministry of Blacks in 
the Episcopal Church. The name was changed to the Union of Black Episcopalians in 1971. 
The Union of Black Episcopalians is a confederation of more than 55 chapters and interest 
groups throughout the continental United States and the Caribbean. The Union also has 
members in Canada, Africa and Latin America. 
 

The Episcopal Church: Ministry of Racial Reconciliation 
Reconciliation is the spiritual practice of seeking loving, liberating and life-giving relationship 
with God and one another, and striving to heal and transform injustice and brokenness in 
ourselves, our communities, institutions, and society. 
 

https://crustyoldean.blogspot.com/2020/09/the-episcopal-churchs-lost-causism.html?m=1&fbclid=IwAR2X5fo3UZ9yY7ciCXOce5SPpoesyhPI7LmRUpz5XtHXASlKzelBxvnd0kI
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1g0HejMhQM2K3-sSF7JHffj86TJ_qWz1t?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13u1XYqjbviFRuGEX-6pNvmFB2iLVZ_4n?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Tmsu4_0TvWd7EO91_I-mN_Mk75MBCjh0?usp=sharing
https://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/invitation
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QuMUYgXIl4WTIy6ZzUi7gRKP7XD72dkt/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ube.org/
https://episcopalchurch.org/racial-reconciliation


Prayers (can be found in the Book of Common Prayer) 
 
For the Human Family 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: 
Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred 
which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; 
and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; 
that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 
heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
For Social Justice 
Almighty God, who created us in your own image: Grant us grace fearlessly to contend 
against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our 
freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and 
among the nations, to the glory of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
In Times of Conflict 
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our 
struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and 
to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
For the Oppressed 
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with injustice, 
terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us 
to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives 
establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that 
every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

https://www.bcponline.org/Misc/Prayers.html

