
A Lament  
for Our Losses  

Holy Trinity Parish 
5 November, 2021 

seven o’clock in the evening 

Welcome 
This may be an odd time to sit with our losses.  Haven’t we suffered enough?  Haven’t we 
finally reached some equilibrium since the pandemic hit in March 2020?  Hasn’t the 
beautiful fall weather calmed our souls?  Didn’t the Braves just win the World Series? 

Well, yes to all those questions, and this service is not meant to drag you back to some 
dark place in your life or experience.  But from time to time we owe it to ourselves, in the 
presence of  God and in the safety of  God’s house, to reflect on our losses:  to name 
before God those times and wounds that have stung us over the last twenty months. 

Tonight four members of  our community will speak to the kinds of  loss commonly felt 
since the pandemic began:  death, isolation, division, and racial strife.  Then Father Greg 
will speak briefly to those losses that may be known only to you or to someone else. 

After each reflection the choir will sing a psalm chosen for the topic, and at the beginning, 
middle, and end of  the service the string ensemble will give us the opportunity to come 
before God in prayer without words. 

There are small tables along the side aisles with candles of  various sizes. After you receive 
communion, you might light a candle and place it in the sand while you offer a prayer for 
the losses suffered in the last two years or for someone in the communion of  saints.  

What is the communion of  saints? “The communion of  saints is the whole family of  God, 
the living and the dead, those whom we love and those whom we hurt, bound together in 
Christ by sacrament, prayer, and praise” (Catechism, BCP pg.862). 
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ACCESSIBILITY 
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PRELUDE Sarabande (from Suite No. 11) George Frideric Handel 
   String Ensemble 

WELCOME FROM THE RECTOR 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION Deep River Spiritual, arr. Carrie Lane Gruselle 
   String Ensemble 

THE SUPPLICATION   
The Supplication, BCP pg. 154, is designed “for use… as a separate devotion; especially in times of  war, or 
of  national anxiety, or of  disaster.  Please pray it silently while the string ensemble plays. 

O Lord, arise, help us; 
And deliver us for thy Name's sake. 
O God, we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have declared unto us,  
the noble works that thou didst in their days, and in the old time before them. 
O Lord, arise, help us; 
and deliver us for thy Name's sake. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
O Lord, arise, help us; 
and deliver us for thy Name's sake. 

From our enemies defend us, O Christ; 
Graciously behold our afflictions. 
With pity behold the sorrows of  our hearts; 
Mercifully forgive the sins of  thy people. 
Favorably with mercy hear our prayers: 
O Son of  David, have mercy upon us. 
Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear us, O Christ; 
Graciously hear us, O Christ; graciously hear us, O Lord Christ. 



Please note, congregational responses are in bold. 

PENTITENTIAL ORDER: RITE I  Please stand, as able. 
Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins. 
His mercy endureth for ever. 

If  we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us; but if  we 
confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive our sins, and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.    1 John 1:8,9 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Almighty and most merciful father, 
 we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
 we have followed too much the devices and desires of  our own hearts, 
 we have offended against thy holy laws, 
 we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
 and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
 spare thou those who confess their faults, 
 restore thou those who are penitent, 
 according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
 and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
 that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
 to the glory of  thy holy Name. Amen. 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of  all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of  life, and the grace and consolation of  his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy upon us.  (said three times) 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  A period of  silence is held. 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in thy well-beloved 
Son, the King of  kings and Lord of  lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of  the earth, 
divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious 
rule; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 



A LAMENT FOR OUR LOSSES:  DEATH    

A Reflection by Raymond Walker III 

Psalm 23, setting by James Turle, after Henry Purcell 
The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not be in want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures 
 and leads me beside still waters. 
He revives my soul 
 and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of  the shadow of  death, I shall fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You spread a table before me in the presence of  those who trouble me; 
 you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of  my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of  the LORD for ever. 

A LAMENT FOR OUR LOSSES:  ISOLATION    

A Reflection by Megan Swett 

Psalm 22.7-8, 16-18, setting by Val Parker 
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
All who see me scoff  at me;  
they mock me with parted lips, they wag their heads: 
"He relied on the LORD; let him deliver him, 
let him rescue him, if  he loves him." 
Many dogs surround me, 
a pack of  evildoers closes in upon me. 
They have pierced my hands and my feet; 
I can count all my bones. 
They divide my garments among them, 
and for my vesture they cast lots. 
But you, O LORD, be not far from me; 
O my help, hasten to aid me. 



A LAMENT FOR OUR LOSSES:  DIVISION    
A Reflection by Stanley Harper 
Psalm 55.1-14, 21-24, setting by John Cantrell 

Hear my prayer, O God; 
 do not hide yourself  from my petition. 
Listen to me and answer me; 
 I have no peace, because of  my cares. 
I am shaken by the noise of  the enemy 
 and by the pressure of  the wicked; 
For they have cast an evil spell upon me 
 and are set against me in fury. 
My heart quakes within me, 
 and the terrors of  death have fallen upon me. 
Fear and trembling have come over me, 
 and horror overwhelms me. 
And I said, “Oh, that I had wings like a dove! 
 I would fly away and be at rest. 
I would flee to a far-off  place 
 and make my lodging in the wilderness. 
I would hasten to escape 
 from the stormy wind and tempest.” 
Swallow them up, O Lord; confound their speech: 
 for I have seen violence and strife in the city. 
Day and night the watchmen make their rounds upon her walls, 
 but trouble and misery are in the midst of  her. 
There is corruption at her heart; 
 her streets are never free of  oppression and deceit. 
For had it been an adversary who taunted me, then I could have borne it; 
 or had it been an enemy who vaunted himself  against me,  
 then I could have hidden from him. 
But it was you, a man after my own heart, 
 my companion, my own familiar friend. 

My companion stretched forth his hand against his comrade; 
 he has broken his covenant. 
His speech is softer than butter, 
 but war is in his heart. 
His words are smoother than oil, 
 but they are drawn swords. 
Cast your burden upon the LORD and he will sustain you; 
 he will never let the righteous stumble. 



A LAMENT FOR OUR LOSSES:  RACIAL STRIFE    

A Reflection by Persis Bristol 

Psalm 133, Plainsong, Tone VI 
Oh, how good and pleasant it is, 
 when brethren live together in unity! 
It is like fine oil upon the head 
 that runs down upon the beard, 
Upon the beard of  Aaron, 
 and runs down upon the collar of  his robe. 
It is like the dew of  Hermon 
 that falls upon the hills of  Zion. 
For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: 
 life for evermore. 

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 5.1-11 
The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
The Gospel is read. 
The Gospel of  the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

SERMON 

SERMON REFLECTION 

Psalm 42.1-3  Like as the hart Herbert Howells 
As the deer longs for the water-brooks, 
 so longs my soul for you, O God. 
My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; 
 when shall I come to appear before the presence of  God? 
My tears have been my food day and night, 
 while all day long they say to me, 
 “Where now is your God?” 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE BCP PG. 385 

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for Rob, our bishop; for this 
gathering; and for all ministers and people.  Pray for the Church. 
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of  all 
people.  Pray for justice and peace. 
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.  
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of  him.  Pray that they 
may find and be found by him. 
I ask your prayers for the departed.  Pray for those who have died. 
The clergy pray the Necrology, found on the back of  this bulletin. 
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.  Pray that 
we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
The Celebrant prays a concluding Collect. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Salvation is Created Pavel Chesnokov, arr. Andrew Duncan,  
   String Ensemble 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Eucharistic Prayer II is found on page 340 of  the BCP and on page 336 beginning with the Lord’s Prayer. 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

If  you need gluten-free bread, let the priest know when you come forward.  If  you need the sacrament brought 
to you, please let an usher know, and we will be honored to bring it to you. 
All baptized Christians of  any age and tradition are invited to receive Holy Communion, and no one who 
comes to the altar with outstretched hands will be turned away.  To receive a blessing instead of  the 
sacrament, cross your arms over your chest. 



COMMUNION HYMN 662 Abide with me Eventide 

 

 

 

 



THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed 
us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of  the most precious Body and 
Blood of  thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of  thy favor 
and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of  thy Son, the blessed company of  all faithful people; and are also 
heirs, through hope, of  thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O 
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 
honor and glory, world without end.  Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

The peace of  God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of  God, and of  his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of  
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 

THE DISMISSAL   

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PROCESSIONAL MUSIC The Call of  Wisdom Will Todd 

Lord of  wisdom, Lord of  truth, Lord of  justice, Lord of  mercy; 
Walk beside us down the years till we see you in your glory. 
Striving to attain the heights, turning in a new direction, 
Entering a lonely place, welcoming a friend or stranger. 
I am here, I am with you. I have called: do you hear me? 

Silver is of  passing worth, gold is not of  constant value, 
Jewels sparkle for a while; what you long for is not lasting. 
Rulers govern under me with my insight and my wisdom. 
Those who know me know my love, those who seek me find their answer. 
I am here, I am with you. I have called: do you hear me? 

God the Father and the Son, Holy Spirit coeternal. 
Glory be ascribed to you, now and to the end of  ages. 
I am here, I am with you. I have called: do you hear me? 





Commemoration of  the Faithful Departed 
March 2020 – November 7, 2021 

Parishioners who have died, those people buried by Holy Trinity, 
and those whose deaths are remembered in our prayers. 

Molly London Ahlquist 
Francine Anderson 
Carl Andrade 
Anne-Christine Armstrong 
John Banks 
Nancy Sackville Barrows 
Harwood “Woody” Bartlett 
Beverly 
Alice Witherspoon Bliss 
Michael Boone 
Richard Borough 
Andrea Brown 
Grace Graham Camp 
George Holmes Carley, Sr. 
Michael Chase 
William Henry Christian III 
Clara Clark 
Martha Beene Jackson Cole 
Karen Cronheim 
John Currie 
Vashti Davidson-Clarke 
Murphy Davis 
Debbie 
Leon Delph 
Jack DeHaven Dickerson 
Camille Donaldson 
Chuck Eastman 
Pauline Farr Echols 
June Edwards 
Sheila Faircloth 
Betty Ann Carroll Fregosi 
Bill Freret 
Mildred Gaskin 
Thomas Allen Gibbs 
Patricia Rogers Giles 
Bobby Gillian 
Chris Godsey 
Munroe Gordon 
Andrea Grant 
Bill Halbert 

Jeffrey T. Hall 
Rex L. Hall 
Bill Ham 
Foster Harrison 
Steven Harry 
Jeff  Heinrich 
Mike Herrington 
Paul Hester 
Dennis Hill 
Ron Hill 
Dawn Holder-Maxwell 
John Hurlebaus 
Charles Perry Jackson 
Elizabeth Christian Jackson 
William Rudolph Jackson 
Isaiah Jenkins 
Henry Upton Jones 
Judy 
Arthur Karp 
William Patrick Kelly, Jr. 
George Kemp 
Therese Kidd 
Richard Kinkade 
Earldine Knight 
Kathryn Donnan Kuck 
Don Lee 
Renate Lösel 
Thomas Lowndes III 
Sarah Martin 
Carolina Martins 
Harold Martins, Jr. 
Harold Martins, Sr. 
Roseline Martins 
John McDougal 
Lisa Reece McGhee 
Mark Allen McIntosh 
Jeanie Melhop 
Neville Melvin 
Pansy Melvin 
Catherine True Meyer 

Dan Miller 
Harvey Miller 
Kent Mitchell 
Marcia Moneymaker 
Robert Gene Morris 
Marion Alden “Buster” Morrison 
Neal Morrison 
Dorothy Lewellyn Davis Moye 
Thaddeus Beam Nifong 
Albert Hesperus Nimneh-Dixon, Sr. 
Elizabeth Beene Nixon 
Laura Norris 
Patricia 
Gardiner Pickens 
Gerald Post 
Susie Prausnitz 
Fowler Price 
William Reid Probst 
Edith Rob 
Joanne Rogers 
Pat Sabin 
Thomas Dale Smedley 
Norma Smith 
Carl Marzel Stiefel 
Joseph Walter Stiefel 
Charles Douglas Sykes 
Michael Thames 
Donald “Tommy” Thompson 
Elizabeth Wicker Thompson 
Sincere Thompson 
Tommy Tolbert 
Carolyn Torralba 
Gail Tucker 
Susan Underwood 
Lillian Landow Waxenberg 
Alice Williams 
Mary Carolyn Wohar


